Rheumatology and medical education in Great Britain.
Rheumatology has been relatively under-represented in UK medical school curricula to date. The incidence of rheumatic disease in the community is not reflected by the amount of time spent on it in undergraduate medicine. In addition, the emphasis in medical colleges is on the less common conditions like systemic lupus erythematosus and vasculitis, rather than the commoner treatment of sore shoulders and backs. This article reviews the current changes in the philosophy of medical education in the UK and the response of the General Medical Council of Great Britain towards updating curricula. It explains some of the new teaching and assessment methods being increasingly used in today's medical colleges, and encourages rheumatologists to become actively involved in teaching and curricular reform.